
The future and 
political threats 
facing the US coal 
industry

Abstract  Currently  the US mines over 1.1 billion tons of coal 
per year and 90% of this is used to generate almost 50% of the 
nationʼs electrical power. There is a growing lobby in the country 
armed with a blend of facts and fiction that is trying to effectively 
curtail or even stop coal mining and this would be a disaster for 
the country. This presentation will review the coal mining 
industry, the global warming debate and the threats to the 
industry in the USA.
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Sam holds a Batchelorʼs Degree in 
Mining Engineering and a Masterʼs 
Degree in Civil Engineering from the 
University  of the Witwatersrand, and 
a PhD from the Technical University 
of Silesia in Poland. Before coming to 
the USA, he was responsible for rock 
engineering, backfilling and seismic 
operations for the Gold Division of 
Anglo American Corp based in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. He has 
traveled to over 60 countries and 
joined academia just over 2 years 
ago. His main field of interest is mine 
and support design. He has invented 
several mine supports that are used 
on mines internationally, the most 
recent being the Roofex yielding bolt 
being manufactured and sold by  Atlas 
Copco.

The CEMI Lecture Series is held in the Willet Green Miller 
Centre (WGMC) Auditorium. Parking is available in the 
visitorʼs lot and side lot of the WGMC. Lectures are 
announced on the CEMI website and emailed to the mailing 
list. 

CEMI offers an advantage of live-streaming video for a global 
internet audience. Video of previous lectures are available for 
online viewing. 

If you wish to be added to the mailing list for the CEMI 
Lecture Series and/or if you wish to make a presentation, 
suggest a topic or nominate a future speaker, please email us 
at webcast@miningexcellence.ca.
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